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(406) 243-2522
November 5, 1990
CONGRESS APPROVES FUNDS FOR STUDYING 
FEASIBILITY OF UH WOOD PRODUCTS RESEARCH LAB
MISSOULA —
Congress has earmarked $100,000 in its appropriations bill for 
studying the feasibility of establishing a University of Montana wood 
products research laboratory.
The bill awaits President George Bush's signature.
The appropriations request, made by Sen. Max Baucus, would cover 
a year-long study of the possibility of developing a laboratory 
focused on researching and promoting value-added wood products.
"The forest products industry is already a major contributor to 
the economy of the northern Rocky Mountain region," says UM forestry 
Dean Sid Frissell. "But 87 percent of the lumber produced in Montana 
leaves the state without further manufacturing. Out-of-state and 
foreign industries capture considerable value-added profits by 
producing secondary products from our wood such as doors, furniture 
and window frames."
Nearly all Montana's secondary-product manufacturers are small 
volume, one-person enterprises, he adds.
Frissell and Ed Burke, associate dean of the forestry school, 
had urged Baucus to make the appropriations request, citing:
• the region's economic dependence on the wood products 
industry and projected decline in primary manufacturing opportunities
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• the economic loss from incomplete use of wood and the lack of 
secondary manufacturing businesses
• and the need for improved technology to meet global wood 
product demands
The laboratory's goals would include creating new, practical 
uses for softwoods growing in Montana and other Northwestern states; 
researching the market for such products; and promoting these 
products internationally. Researchers would develop product ideas, 
conduct experiments, demonstrate their results, and devise economic 
incentives and start-up assistance opportunities.
As part of the feasibility study, to be led by Frissell and 
Burke, UM would define the laboratory's structure and general 
operating plan, develop a five-year research plan and budgets, 
identify potential clients, define staffing and housing needs, and 
seek long-term funding.
In conducting the study, they'd work with wood scientists, 
economic development specialists, economists, engineers, architects 
and industry representatives.
The idea that Montana should boost its secondary-manufacturing 
efforts in the wood products industry is hardly new, Frissell says.
By establishing a research laboratory, he adds, UM would hope to 
"bridge the gap between the idea and the economic feasibility of 
developing these products here."
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